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You can find detailed COVID-
SAFE PLANs here via the 
Seymour Centre and Riverside 
Theatres websites

How We’re Keeping You

COVID-SAFE

Our venue partners are taking these important steps:

Reduced audience 
capacity with socially 
distanced seating

Enhanced and regular 
cleaning

Encouragement of 
mask wearing

Hand sanitiser 
regularly available 

If conditions worsen and 
restrictions are enforced, all our 
performances available in a 
digital package for all schools

Get Thee To A

Theatre in 2021!
Live theatre and access to extraordinary 
dramatic texts makes life better. Richer. At SFJ, 
now in our 12th year, we want young people to 
have the opportunity to find their voice again 
through theatre.

Over the past three years, our Education 
Program has grown exponentially, and in 
2021 we offer 3 mainstage productions: 
Shakespeare’s Othello, Macbeth, and The 
Tempest. Performances will take place over 
3 terms from February to August for school 
audiences at The Seymour Centre (Sydney) and 
Riverside Theatres (Parramatta). We will offer 
detailed Student Resource Kits for all works in 
the season. 

And our acclaimed HSC Symposiums series 
returns, expanded again in 2021. These are 
a practical in-depth look at a wide range of 
works on the HSC syllabus. SFJ’s directors and 
actors, led by Damien Ryan, enact, dissect and 
discuss scenes and characters, giving students 
an opportunity to unlock the themes, structure, 
values, concerns, contexts, ambiguities and 
stories and their dramatic power. 

And of course, the Shakespeare Carnival is 
back, bigger and better than ever. The highly 
successful Shakespeare Carnival is a state-wide 
event, under the leadership of SFJ. Students 
design sets and costumes, compose music, 
choreograph dances and act scenes in their 
schools, inspired by and celebrating the work 
of William Shakespeare. The students can then 
compete in a range of categories, performed 
at school, regional and state levels.

Perhaps like no other imaginative experience, 
theatre connects us to ourselves and to our 
community in real time. We see, hear and feel 
the profound dilemmas and beliefs of people 
who make momentous decisions that change 
their lives and worlds, and we learn from those 
choices, from their delights, sufferings, and 
consequences. 

We are passionate about creating humane 
and imaginative work that inspires young 
people, and most importantly, lifts the plays 
they study from the remoteness of the page 
to the immediacy of the stage. In doing so 
we set a high standard for students to aspire 
to with their own practical exploration of the 
work.

2021 will undoubtedly remain an enormous 
challenge for the arts and for educators but 
we have to get back on the boards…so with a 
final word from Shakespeare…

“Fear not…take they fortunes up. Be that thou 
knowest thou art and then thou art as great as 

that thou fearest” 

TWELFTH NIGHT, ACT 4 SCENE 1

Look forward to seeing you in the new year! 

Yours Sincerely 
Damien Ryan
Managing Artistic Director

“The web of our life is of a mingled yarn, good and ill together” 
All’s Well That Ends Well

2020 was indeed a ‘mingled yarn’ of good and ill, and no doubt you as educators, like us as theatre makers, found 
yourselves sitting cross-legged on the floor trying to untangle a ball of wool that seemed to defy solutions – how 
do you suddenly shift an entire curriculum online, all that scope and sequencing, all those units of work, all those 

inspirational moments in live classrooms when you helped a penny drop for a kid trying to unlock a poem or a play, 
the ‘grace notes’ with which you manage to help 30 different types of learners all see with clarity and feel enlivened 

by understanding something complex. But you did it, you shifted an entire world of learning into a whole new 
medium and back again before governments and experts had even provided guidance or support to do it. 

Teachers are among the profoundly unsung heroes of Covid19, not only for getting back into populated schools 
during a pandemic to help parents and students return to their lives, but for helping a generation of kids get through 

something so extraordinary with so little disruption to their learning. All sectors of our community owe you an 
immense debt of gratitude and respect, and certainly the arts community and Sport for Jove Theatre salute you 
for your humane exceptionalism in the year 2020, and hope 2021 can reward you accordingly or at least provide a 
less entangled yarn of life for us all.  To our colleagues in English and Drama classrooms across Australia, thank you. 

We cannot know what lies ahead but we too have dedicated our year to finding solutions, both live and online, and 
we cannot wait to again share stories with you in 2021. As Shakespeare said…

“Boldness be my friend”
Cymbeline

https://www.seymourcentre.com/visit/your-covid-safe-visit/
https://riversideparramatta.com.au/your-visit/patronsafetyinformation/
https://riversideparramatta.com.au/your-visit/patronsafetyinformation/


The 
Productions

Booking your tickets with

Our Venue Parters
To reserve seats or request more information on Sport For Jove’s 2021 Education Season, 
either follow the links within this brochure or contact the respective theatres below...

1. Reserve

2. Confirm

3. Attend

Ticket price
Student $28, 1 Teacher FREE*

*with every 10 students

Head to the relevant 
booking location and 
reserve your tickets 

(to keep COVID-safe, 
we will filling venues to 
50% capacity; once full 
all other bookings will 

be on a wait list)

Pay your deposit 
6-8 weeks before 

the performance to 
confirm your booking. 

If you are on a wait 
list, you will be 

contacted to lock in 
your booking

Come along with 
your students and 

enjoy the show! The 
remaining payment 
will be made upon 
your attendence.

*Click above for details *Click above for details

https://www.seymourcentre.com/education/education-bookings/
https://riversideparramatta.com.au/category/education/secondaryeducation/


The Tempest
By William Shakespeare

“The clouds methought would open and show riches
Ready to drop upon me, that when I waked,
I cried to dream again”

Sport for Jove’s exceptional 100-minute 
production of The Tempest returns to the 
stage in 2021, adored by teachers and 
students over three seasons. 

One of Shakespeare’s truly original and most 
personal plays, The Tempest is a symphonic 
vision of forgiveness, discovery and self- 
discovery – famous for its language, context, 
enchanting characters and breathtaking 
theatricality, this is a reflection of the world’s 
most famous playwright at the height of his 
powers and at the end of his remarkable 
career. 

This tempest is not only in Prospero – 
the storm lies in the contradictions and 
ambiguities the story throws up about 
freedom and slavery, civilisation and 
barbarism, legacy and letting go, lust 
and chastity, youth and age, revenge and 
forgiveness. 

The sea is a place of transformation but also 
represents the capriciousness of nature, 
chaos or fate. 

         SEYMOUR CENTRE
June 8  1pm
June 9  10am, 1pm
June 10  10am*
June 11  10am, 1pm

        RIVERSIDE Theatres
May 19  11:30am
May 20  10am, 1pm
May 21  10am*
May 22  7pm
May 24  10am*
May 25  10am, 1pm
May 26  10am, 1pm
May 27  11:30am
May 28  10am, 1pm

SEYMOUR BOOKINGS HERE

RIVERSIDE BOOKINGS HERE

SYLLABUS LINKS
English – Stage 4, 5 & 6 HSC: also suitable 
for younger years in Drama; Language, 
Literature, Literacy; The Arts, Theatre and 
Cultural Studies 

RUNNING TIME:
100 minutes, no interval + Q&A post show 

“brilliant...they came back with 
a renewed love for the play.” 

ENGLISH TEACHER, BLACKTOWN GIRLS HIGH 

“It was an excellent 
performance and the students 
were very positive about both 
the play and the Symposium 
afterwards.” 

ENGLISH TEACHER, ST. PAULS 

“...the students were 
inspired and also 
vindicated in their own 
interpretations.” 

HEAD TEACHER ENGLISH, CROMER 
CAMPUS 
NBSC ANGLICAN GRAMMAR 

Student Resource Kit
Available with every booking!

Includes detailed analysis of the 
play and a guide to this 

production, photos and design

*ADD The Tempest 
HSC Symposium with 

this performance

https://www.seymourcentre.com/event/the-tempest-2021/
https://www.seymourcentre.com/event/the-tempest-2021/
https://riversideparramatta.com.au/show/thetempest2021/
https://riversideparramatta.com.au/show/thetempest2021/


“Ryan’s Macbeth displays 
a masterful progression of 
character, a meditation on the 
nature of evil that is all the more 
profound – and fearful – for its 
perspective: evil from the inside. 
A nuanced, emotionally sensitive 
Macbeth.” 

ARTS HUB

Macbeth
By William Shakespeare

“O full of scorpions is my 
mind dear wife...” 

Sport for Jove’s thrilling 100-minute Macbeth 
– a deeply atmospheric, faithful and exciting 
introduction to the play for young audiences. 

Shakespeare’s most immersive and haunting 
play tells of the murderous ascent to greatness 
of a husband and wife who believe they can 
control time and destiny. A loving couple, 
suffering the loss of a child, are surrounded by 
the children of others – of the King, Macduff, 
Banquo.

To what extent is their first criminal act an act 
of love in that terrible void, a sacrifice she 
makes for him and in return, he for her? Sport 
for Jove’s critically acclaimed Macbeth is an 
ecstatic vision of what love and ambition can 
do to people, of ghosts, shadows and the 
terrors of the imagination. 

A must-see for students of the play or young 
people being introduced to Shakespeare for 
the first time. 

SYLLABUS LINKS
English – Stage 4 & 5: also suitable 
for all years in Drama; Language, 
Literature, Literacy; The Arts, 
Theatre and Cultural Studies 

RUNNING TIME:
100 minutes, no interval + Q&A 
post show 

         SEYMOUR CENTRE
July 21  1pm
July 22  10am, 1pm
July 23  10am, 1pm
July 26  10am, 1pm
July 27  10am, 1pm
July 28  10am, 1pm
July 29  11:30am

July 30  10am
Aug 2   10am, 1pm
Aug 3   10am, 1pm
Aug 4   10am, 1pm
Aug 5   10am, 1pm
Aug 6   11:30am

SEYMOUR BOOKINGS HERE

Student Resource Kit
Available with every booking!

Includes detailed analysis of the 
play and a guide to this 

production, photos and design

https://www.seymourcentre.com/event/macbeth-2021/
https://www.seymourcentre.com/event/macbeth-2021/


Othello
By William Shakespeare

“O beware, my lord, of jealousy; It is the 
green-eyed monster which doth mock the 
meat it feeds on...” 

Othello, easily Shakespeare’s most relentless 
and tightly compressed drama, a dark, 
brooding thriller. A rare chance for students 
across NSW to see this masterpiece live. 

This innovative production combines Sport for 
Jove’s trademark textual clarity and storytelling 
with a powerful cast and design – a remote 
military base in an occupied country where a 
trusted soldier will work away at the certainty 
of his commander like an irresistible tide. 

Othello is saturated with references to water. 
Oceanic mystery is the poet’s chief imaginative 
device and source of metaphor in this study of 
marriage, love, sex, persuasion and the illusion 
of loyalty. 

No Shakespeare play is more moving or 
offers a more modern sensibility or X-ray 
of contemporary political tensions. A 
General from ‘outside’ Venice, enlisted as 
a child soldier at the age of 7, now leads a 
Christian naval force in what appears to be 
a fully assimilated and enlightened racial 
environment – until his sexuality crosses 
a boundary that stirs latent hatreds and 
xenophobic fears of the ‘other’. Venice, a city 
resting precariously on its own watery grave, 
and Cyprus, a frontier surrounded by enemies 
and a hostile ocean, are the battlefields upon 
which family, love, community, trust, ambition 
and jealousy are put under the severest trial. 

SYLLABUS LINKS
English – Stage 5 & 6, Year 11 students: also 
suitable for Stage 4 & 5 Drama students; 
Language, Literature, Literacy; The Arts, 
Theatre & Cultural Studies 

RUNNING TIME:
2 hours, no interval + Q&A post show 

          SEYMOUR CENTRE
June 16  11:30am
June 17  10am, 1pm
June 18  10am, 1pm
June 19  7pm

         RIVERSIDE Theatres
June 22  1pm
June 23  10am, 1pm
June 24  10am, 1pm
June 25  10am, 1pm

SEYMOUR BOOKINGS HERE

RIVERSIDE BOOKINGS HERE

“My students and I just love the 
spirit that drives you to make 
words have real and personal 
meaning. You infuse the theatre 
with that energy - it’s priceless 
and addictive! Thank you for 
putting such time and effort into 
this show. It was brilliant. The 
kids were just rapt.” 

TEACHER, BARKER COLLEGE 

Student Resource Kit
Available with every booking!

Includes detailed analysis of the 
play and a guide to this 

production, photos and design

https://www.seymourcentre.com/event/othello-2021/
https://www.seymourcentre.com/event/othello-2021/
https://riversideparramatta.com.au/show/othello2021/
https://riversideparramatta.com.au/show/othello2021/


ThE HSC
Symposiums

Sport for Jove’s 

HSC Symposiums

“You made a difficult 
play accessible and 

meaningful to students 
in a short space of time. 
I will certainly be mak-
ing a booking for next 

year’s HSC group” 

TEACHER, MARIAN COLLEGE

Essential opportunities to deepen your 
student’s practical understanding through 
experiencing and analyzing key scenes and 
characters in performance. 

Lecture and scene work interspersed with 
expert commentary from Damien Ryan and his 
team – exploring famous scenes and speeches 
in multiple ways, opening up diverse critical 
readings, unlocking language and character, 
hearing actors discuss the plays’ famous 

ambiguities and challenges, and answering 
students’ questions. 

A complete, hands-on experience that 
combines the unfiltered relationship students 
need with the plays’ action and narrative 
while also ensuring they are ‘watching with 
understanding’, in other words, extracting the 
key ingredients and critical thinking required 
to write on the plays under exam conditions. 
Don’t miss it!

“incredibly valuable”
Megan Duong, English/Languages Coordinator

Regents Park Christian School

“I couldn’t recommend them 
more highly.”

Lindy, Head Teacher English
Castle Hill High School

Detailed Student Resource Kits are 
offered with each Symposium

“This was the second 
year we have attended 

and again found it 
extremely worthwhile for 

both teachers and the 
students. The lecture and 
the actors workshop were 

outstanding.”

Head of English

“The lecture 
was also highly 

informative 
and superbly 
presented.”

TEACHER, Cronulla 
High School



The HSC Symposiums

Schedule

Seymour Symposium Dates

The crucible 

March 15  10am, 2pm
March 19  10am
March 22  10am
May 28  10am

The Merchant of venice 

March 16  10am, 2pm
May 25  10am

The Tempest
June 10  1pm

Waiting for Godot
March 18  10am

May 26  2pm

Henry IV
March 17  10am, 2pm
March 24  2pm
May 27  10am

Hamlet
March 18  2pm

Summer of the 
seventeenth doll
March 22  2pm
March 23  2pm
May 25  2pm

Richard III
March 23  10am
March 24  10am
May 27  2pm

A Doll’s House
May 26  10am

Riverside Symposium 
Dates

The Tempest
May 21  1pm
May 24  1pm

SEYMOUR BOOKINGS HERE

RIVERSIDE BOOKINGS HERE

Additional
Offerings

Run Time | 180mins incl. interval 
(The Tempest runs for 120mins. )

https://www.seymourcentre.com/event/hsc-symposiums-2021/
https://www.seymourcentre.com/event/hsc-symposiums-2021/
https://riversideparramatta.com.au/show/thetempest2021/
https://riversideparramatta.com.au/show/thetempest2021/


Carnival
The Shakespeare

You have a swimming carnival, you have an athletics 
carnival, why not have a Shakespeare Carnival? 

Links to your curriculum 

The Shakespeare Carnival is a chance for 
teachers of English, Drama, Music, Dance 
and Art to link their classes to a state-wide 
performance opportunity, to deepen class 
engagement and understanding, and build 
excitement across the whole school as we help 
you to hold a School Shakespeare Carnival 
and select students to represent their school 
Regional Shakespeare Carnival and the gala final 
at State Shakespeare Carnival.

Teacher Professional Development

We offer NESA accredited PDs - created 
in conjunction with the Australian Catholic 
University - to help you run the Shakespeare 
Carnival and build your confidence in working  
with Shakespeare. There’s also online support to 
help your students develop their entries.

All students in NSW & ACT 

Open to all high school students in NSW and the 
ACT, the Shakespeare Carnival is a chance for 
students to develop literacy and collaboration 
skills, complex problem solving and leadership 
abilities, confidence and resilience as they act, 
dance, perform music or make short films on a 
smart phone.

Prizes

Prizes include masterclasses with professional 
actors, choreographers, composers and film 
makers, opportunities to be part of a professional 
rehearsal process and create music and film for the 
renowned Sport for Jove Summer Season.

COVID-19 Contingencies 

In 2021 the Shakespeare Carnival will adapt 
to changing conditions. We aim to gather 
in-person to celebrate the achievements and 
performances of our participants, but are 
ready to shift to an online format if that is 
safer for our students.

        High School Dates

Register by  1 April
School  by 30 April
Regional   10-21 May
Final   5-6 June

         Primary School Dates

Regional   26-30 April
State  3-7 May

High School Carnival

Primary Carnival

Now in 
it’s fifth 
exciting 
year!

“I’d never teach Shakespeare 
now without the Carnival.”

TEACHER, JAMES FALLON HIGH SCHOOL, ALBURY  

“The Carnival was a HUGE 
success for our school, lots of 
kids were very, very engaged, 
and my principal has already 
given the green light for 
something bigger next year.” 

TEACHER, MARRICKVILLE HIGH, SYDNEY

“It was a fantastic day and the 
students are still raving about 
it. You and the judges were 
so supportive of the students 
and offered such helpful 
feedback and inspiration 
to them. It is such a great 
opportunity.” 

TEACHER, EMMANUEL ANGLICAN COLLEGE, 
BALLINA

http://www.sportforjove.com.au/education/the-high-school-shakespeare-carnival
http://www.sportforjove.com.au/education/the-high-school-shakespeare-carnival
http://www.sportforjove.com.au/education/the-primary-shakespeare-carnival
http://www.sportforjove.com.au/education/the-primary-shakespeare-carnival


Need 
more 
info? 

Shakespeare residency
In school

Our in-school residency program 
offers the choice of an immersive 
and entirely practical 5-day or 3-day 
experience for students in any year 
group, investigating Shakespeare’s 
plays, world, characters and language 
through action. 

Straight onto the stage 
with professional actors and directors,
the students learn through doing and 
understanding, engaging
in fresh and highly accessible ways. Staff, 
parents and the whole school community 
are brought together to celebrate a 
performance showcase, fuelled by a 
wealth of discovery about the value and 
beauty of these plays. 

Shakespeare Bootcamp

In the intensive Shakespeare Bootcamp, your students will: 

Get the words, ideas, images, feelings and relationships of Shakespeare’s most 
famous plays up on their feet, into their bodies, into a shared storytelling space, in 
practical, exciting and dynamic ways; 

Enjoy the rewards of boldness, confidence, self-esteem, fun, and most of all, 
ownership of their creativity— these PLAYS were made for PLAYING and that is 
the focus of the Residency, breaking down the barriers to these great works, 
demystifying meaning and making them approachable and relevant; 

Learn the demands of teamwork - each joining a hard-working team, 
creating something they’ll always remember; 

Produce an inclusive and fully staged final performance to 
showcase the work they have done on the plays.

Shakespeare Bootcamp is for both Primary and High 
School students, covering many areas of your 
teaching syllabus  

“By the end of the week...
the students boldly staged 
moments from Macbeth, The 
Tempest, Romeo & Juliet 
and King Lear – intense, 
imaginative, funny and moving 
performances by the entire 
cohort.” 

PRINCIPAL, IGS, SYDNEY 

Email us:
info@sportforjove.com.au



Project
The Second Age

The Second Age Project is now in its ninth year!

The Second Age Project offers exciting training and performance opportunities to enthusiastic and 
talented young performers in their ‘second age’ (school-age), taking its name from Jacques’ famous 
“all the world’s a stage” monologue from Shakespeare’s As You Like It.  This is an opportunity perfect 
for any aspiring young performer!

In 2021, The Second Age Project offers extra curricular acting training, rehearsal and performance 
opportunities.

The Second Age Project now offers students the opportunity to take part In-Person or Online! 
Following the successful implementation of online classes in 2020, we are excited to extend this online 
offering in 2021 for regional young actors or those unable to participate in our in-person production for 
other reasons. 

TERMS 1 & 2 Acting Training 

Exciting, fun and challenging acting training for 
high school students, 2 hours (Zoom) or 2.5 hour 
(in-person) each weekend during the NSW public 
school term. 
Students work with professional directors from Sport 
for Jove on Shakespeare-inspired monologues and 
scene-work culminating in a showcase performance 
at the end of the term for friends and family. 
 
Sport for Jove is a registered Creative Kids provider. 

2021 Prices
Term 1
In-Person | $340 (+GST) for 8 weeks
Online | $240 (+GST)  for 8 weeks

Term 2 (as above)

Terms 3 & 4
In-Person | $360 (+GST) for 12 weeks
Online | $360 (+GST) for 12 weeks

Find out more

Applications 
for 2021 

Coming Soon!

 2021 Dates

Term 1    7 Feb - 28 March
Term 2    2 May - 20 June
Terms 3 & 4     
(Summer Shows)   26 Sep - 12 Dec

THE SECOND AGE PROJECT SUMMER SEASON SHOW

Students send their auditions in Term 3 and take part 
in rehearsals and performance throughout Term 4 of 
a thrilling one-hour play drawing from Shakespeare’s 
greatest texts. Rehearsals culminate in a performance 
that plays as a curtain-raiser to SFJ’s mainstage shows 
for the annual Summer Season. 

Auditions are to help with casting and creation of 
the show - all applicants are accepted until capacity 
is reached. (Places limited to 18 in person 10 Zoom 
maximum for quality of experience) 

“[Online classes] meant that my son was able to 
join The Second Age, and perform Shakespeare 
for the first time ever. We live regionally, so we’ve 

not been able to commit before...Online gave 
him that chance, and now he is hooked”

Parent of Second Age Project Participant

http://www.sportforjove.com.au/education/second-age-project
http://www.sportforjove.com.au/education/second-age-project


If you have any questions about details in this brochure, 
please feel free to contact us at: 

info@sportforjove.com.au

If you have any questions about booking your tickets, 
contact our relevant venue partners: 

schoolbookings@seymour.sydney.edu.au

boxoffice_riverside@cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au

We can’t wait to see you in theatres again in 2021!

Contact Us


